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Hope is a Word
Author/Director: Maria Galliani Dyrvik
Producer: Smau media

Country: Norway, ltaly, Nigeria

Length: 82

Nigerian poet and activist Nnimmo Bassey has spent his
whole life fighting oil extraction. For decades, oil has poisoned
the Niger Delta and brought violence and division.

Seeing around him a new generation full of fears and hopes,
Nnimmo invites a group of young people to write with him. In
that safe space, they begin to tell their own stories through
poetry, finding a way to heal and a weapon for change.

After a lifetime of resistance, Nnimmo wonders: can they carry
on the struggle?

Festivals:

WORLD PREMIERE Sheffield DocFest 2026 (International First Feature
Competition) / AFRICAN PREMIERE Durban International Film Festival 2026
(Documentary Competition) / ITALIAN PREMIERE Visioni dal Mondo 2026
(International Documentary contest) /
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Coproduction: Ginko Film, Zuri24media
Original version: English, Pidgin, Gokana, Tai

Credits:

Director: Maria Galliani Dyrvik. photography: Allen Onyige. Sound: Yngve
Leidulv Seetre. editing: Federico Neri. music: Ukpono Bassey, Yngve Leidulv
Seetre, Oghenevwede Morgan Urhibo
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